Arpeggios and Chord Inversions

by Amy Sobek - Piano Teacher of www.AmysFlashcards.com
Lesson Topics
1. Breaking up a chord by playing the notes separately instead of
sounding the notes simultaneously. The term for this is “arpeggio”.

2. Chord Inversions - This is when you play a chord without the root
note in the base (the lowest note).

Root Position: 1 3 5 example C major chord CE
1st Inversion 3 5 1 example C major 1stinversion E G
2nd Inversion 5 1 3 example C major 2nd inversion G C
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Below are the three chords that Amy uses to play, “Amazing Grace”.

C Major Chord
Root position
1 35
CEG

F Major Chord
Second inversion
513
CFA

FQHORD
G Major Chord
First inversion o e

F!G!AB
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B DG G cror

First inversion
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