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necessitated require as useful, just, or proper 

 
The nurse realized immediately that the severity of the victim's wounds _____________ a trip to the 
hospital. 

elevated raise from a lower to a higher position 

 
After two months without rain, the importance of the drought problem was ___________ all way up to 
the desk of the president. 

rampant unrestrained and violent 

 Cheating was unheard of at my school, but is ___________ in several neighboring districts. 

probe question or examine thoroughly and closely;  an inquiry into unfamiliar or questionable activities 

 
As evidence of wrongdoing mounted, the CEO, desiring a thorough investigation, formed a committee to 
____________ into the allegations. 

gullible easily tricked because of being too trusting 

 No, I am not going to buy the San Francisco Bridge from you.  How __________ do you think I am? 

plunged drop steeply 

 
Dan's popularity as a candidate __________ when his lengthy and disgraceful police record was 
disclosed. 

subpoenas a writ issued by court authority to compel the attendance of a witness at a judicial proceeding 

 
The prosecuting attorney promised to obtain _________ for all of the eye witnesses, to assure their 
attendance at the legal proceedings.  

thriving grow vigorously;  make steady progress 

 
"Though the company was struggling to survive last year, it is now ___________ since it moved its 
operations to South Carolina" said the ecstatic entrepreneur. 

compelled  force somebody to do something 

 My conscience  ___________ me to intervene when I observed the shyster swindling a gullible tourist. 

disputed take exception to (verb); a disagreement or argument about something important 

 Harry _________ the charge that he was somehow connected to the robbery. 

 
Note: Amy’s Practical Vocabulary list uses only practical words that are commonly used today.  The primary purpose of these 
vocabulary drills is to expand your speaking vocabulary.   Our reading vocabulary consists of those words that we recognize when we 
see them.  We have a huge reading vocabulary.  But most of these words that we recognize are not known well enough for us to use 
in our everyday conversations.  So our speaking vocabulary is substantially smaller than our reading vocabulary.   If the drills are 
utilized correctly, they will help transfer a multitude of highly practical and descriptive words into our speaking vocabularies.  They 
well help you to concisely and accurately communicate your thoughts.  Study these PDF documents first and then use the online 
drills at www.amysflashcards.com to solidify your ability to use the words.  After completing three sets of words, go back and review 
all thirty words.  Drill yourself until you can complete all sentences without having to refer to the hint.   
You will be ecstatic when you begin to hear yourself and your children using these action-packed words in daily conversations.     
 
It should also be noted that all word lists and all sentence completion drills were created by Steven Sobek (Amy’s dad).   
 
The hints/definitions for each word came from Wordnet: An Electronic Lexical Database of English.  Below is the online citation: 

Princeton University "About WordNet." WordNet. Princeton University. 2010. 
< http://wordnet.princeton.edu > 

Wordnet disclaimer: 
THIS SOFTWARE AND DATABASE IS PROVIDED "AS IS" AND PRINCETON UNIVERSITY MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES, 
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED. BY WAY OF EXAMPLE, BUT NOT LIMITATION, PRINCETON UNIVERSITY MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS OR 
WARRANTIES OF MERCHANT- ABILITY OR FITNESS FOR ANY PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR THAT THE USE OF THE LICENSED SOFTWARE, 
DATABASE OR DOCUMENTATION WILL NOT INFRINGE ANY THIRD PARTY PATENTS, COPYRIGHTS, TRADEMARKS OR OTHER RIGHTS. 
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