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proponents a person who pleads for a cause;  advocate 

 
I've heard plenty of comments from opponents of the bill.  I would like to now hear the point of view 
from at least one of the ___________. 

downplay represent as less significant or important 

 
The politician made every attempt to ________ her involvement in the fiasco, but before long it became 
clear that she was actually the ringleader. 

condemnation an expression of strong disapproval 

 
Phil has sincerely apologized for his mistake, so let's forgive him and put an end to all expressions of 
____________. 

fuming be mad, angry, or furious 

 
At first Sally was mildly upset, but she was ___________ when she discovered that the false rumor about 
her was already broadcast on the internet. 

repulsive so extremely ugly as to be terrifying;   

 
Until I watched a certain disgusting, yet revealing nature video, I did not believe the ____________ fact 
that snakes eat their prey whole, and sometimes while the hapless animals are still alive. 

bleak offering little or no hope 

 
Our hopes of winning the ballgame went from poor to ________ when the opposing team extended their 
lead to 20 runs. 

scoured examine minutely 

 
When little Annie was discovered missing, the rescue team ___________ the countryside, determined to 
find the girl before nightfall. 

thrust push forcefully;  impose urgently 

 
Just two hours after the new recruit stepped off of the helicopter he was _________ into the front lines 
of the battle. 

inclination an attitude of mind especially one that favors one alternative over others;  tendency 

 
My ____________ is to fire you for making such an egregious error, but since this is your first day on the 
job I will let you off with a warning. 

snatched to grasp hastily or eagerly 

 
The moment grandma turned her back to the cookie jar, both children __________ a precious morsel 
and scampered into the back yard. 
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