
Amy’s Practical Vocabulary List 4 
© Copyright 2012 by Sobek’s Services 

All Rights Reserved 
 

discrimination 
unfair treatment of a person or group on the basis of prejudice 

When John was denied the job despite his breathtaking qualifications, he suspected that ethnic 
___________ played a role in the decision. 

norm 
a standard or model or pattern regarded as typical 

At one time it was unusual for a church building to be transformed into a café, but in England 
this event has now become the __________. 

deplore 
express strong disapproval of 

It bothers me when I see government waste tax dollars and I absolutely ___________ the use 
of tax dollars to fund obscene art displays. 

wake 
the consequences of an event (especially a catastrophic event) 

Low interest government loans became available to farmers in the __________ of the worst 
drought of the century. 

intolerable 
incapable of being endured;  unbearable 

Grandpa finally allowed us to take him to the dentist when the pain from his toothache became 
__________. 

retaliation 
take revenge for a perceived wrong 

The head of state threatened that the __________ would be swift and severe as soon as the 
perpetrators of the car bombing could be identified. 

slump 
a noticeable deterioration in performance or quality; fall heavily or suddenly; decline markedly 

After batting over five hundred in the first ten games of the season, the slugger disappointed 
the fans with a four game _________. 

launch 
propel with force; begin with vigor 

The children were ecstatic that the businessman decided to _____________ his new venture 
with a spectacular display of fireworks. 

drove 

to compel or force or urge relentlessly or exert coercive pressure on, or motivate strongly 

A series of heartrending calamities __________ the woman into a prolonged state of 
depression. 

recourse 

act of turning to for assistance 

If you lose your formal challenge to your house reassessment, your only ___________ is to 
appeal to the courts. 

 
Note: Amy’s Practical Vocabulary list uses only practical words that are commonly used today.  The primary purpose of these 
vocabulary drills is to expand your speaking vocabulary.   Our reading vocabulary consists of those words that we recognize when we 
see them.  We have a huge reading vocabulary.  But most of these words that we recognize are not known well enough for us to use 
in our everyday conversations.  So our speaking vocabulary is substantially smaller than our reading vocabulary.   If the drills are 
utilized correctly, they will help transfer a multitude of highly practical and descriptive words into our speaking vocabularies.  They 
well help you to concisely and accurately communicate your thoughts.  Study these PDF documents first and then use the online 
drills at www.amysflashcards.com to solidify your ability to use the words.  After completing three sets of words, go back and review 
all thirty words.  Drill yourself until you can complete all sentences without having to refer to the hint.   
You will be ecstatic when you begin to hear yourself and your children using these action-packed words in daily conversations.     
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