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gloomy depressingly dark; filled with melancholy and despondency 

 
After five straight days of rain we almost cried when we heard the _________ weather forecast 
for the balance of our vacation. 

novice someone new to a field or activity 

 
We urged the police captain to assign an experience inspector to the case, as we feared a 
____________ might not solve this perplexing crime. 

erroneous containing or characterized by incorrectness 

 
The paucity of data combined with some misinformation resulted in an obviously ___________ 
conclusion. 

proactive 
controlling a situation by causing something to happen rather than waiting to respond to it 
after it happens 

 
Rather than having to deal with a kidnapping, the parents decided to be ___________ by 
drilling their children on how to respond to situations with strangers. 

rescinded cancel officially 

 
When the employer discovered that the applicant would be leaving for college in six weeks, he 
__________ the job offer. 

prejudice a partiality that prevents objective consideration of an issue or situation 

 
The defense attorney requested that the trial be moved to another town because he feared 
that the excessive news coverage would ________ local jurors. 

obscene designed to incite to indecency or lust;  offensive to the mind 

 
Both parents were appalled when they saw the _________ language used in the book their son 
found in the children's section of the local library. 

teetering move unsteadily, with a rocking motion 

 
The small store has been _________ on the brink of bankruptcy ever since the new 
supermarket opened down the street. 

inevitable incapable of being avoided or prevented 

 
The workers finally abandoned the effort to stack sandbags along the levee when they realized 
that flooding was ____________. 

naive marked by or showing unaffected simplicity and lack of guile or worldly experience 

 
Having never been swindled before, my younger sister was ________ enough to believe all of 
the used car ads on Craigslist were legitimate. 

 
Note: Amy’s Practical Vocabulary list uses only practical words that are commonly used today.  The primary purpose of these 
vocabulary drills is to expand your speaking vocabulary.   Our reading vocabulary consists of those words that we recognize when we 
see them.  We have a huge reading vocabulary.  But most of these words that we recognize are not known well enough for us to use 
in our everyday conversations.  So our speaking vocabulary is substantially smaller than our reading vocabulary.   If the drills are 
utilized correctly, they will help transfer a multitude of highly practical and descriptive words into our speaking vocabularies.  They 
well help you to concisely and accurately communicate your thoughts.  Study these PDF documents first and then use the online 
drills at www.amysflashcards.com to solidify your ability to use the words.  After completing three sets of words, go back and review 
all thirty words.  Drill yourself until you can complete all sentences without having to refer to the hint.   
You will be ecstatic when you begin to hear yourself and your children using these action-packed words in daily conversations.     
 
It should also be noted that all word lists and all sentence completion drills were created by Steven Sobek (Amy’s dad).   
 
The hints/definitions for each word came from Wordnet: An Electronic Lexical Database of English.  Below is the online citation: 

Princeton University "About WordNet." WordNet. Princeton University. 2010. 
< http://wordnet.princeton.edu > 

Wordnet disclaimer: 
THIS SOFTWARE AND DATABASE IS PROVIDED "AS IS" AND PRINCETON UNIVERSITY MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES, 
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED. BY WAY OF EXAMPLE, BUT NOT LIMITATION, PRINCETON UNIVERSITY MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS OR 
WARRANTIES OF MERCHANT- ABILITY OR FITNESS FOR ANY PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR THAT THE USE OF THE LICENSED SOFTWARE, 
DATABASE OR DOCUMENTATION WILL NOT INFRINGE ANY THIRD PARTY PATENTS, COPYRIGHTS, TRADEMARKS OR OTHER RIGHTS. 
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