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a widespread decline in the GDP (Gross Domestic Product) and employment and trade lasting
. from six months to a year

recession - - - - —
After an exceptionally long period of strong economic growth, the economist warned his client
that evidence now suggested that our country was heading for a
including all or everything; broad in scope

comprehensive Since | haven’t visited the doctor's office in over ten years, my doctor suggested that | come in
fora physical examination before embarking on the mountain climbing expedition.
so strong as to be irresistible

overwhelming The reporter had difficulty referring to the criminal as the alleged shooter, since the evidence
was .
a personal belief or judgment that is not founded on proof or certainty

sentiments | wasn't the only one to disagree with the policy; similar were expressed by other
committee members.
cause extensive destruction or ruin utterly

devastated — -
Sally was utterly by the news that everyone she invited to her party has declined.

. stemming from evil characteristics or forces; wicked or dishonorable

sinister - - -
There must be something about a ruler who treats his own people with such cruelty.
intentional deception resulting in injury to another person

fraud The shyster was charged with after being caught selling the same car to five people
and yet delivering it to none of them.
in accordance with recognized or accepted standards or principles

legitimate The hapless employee was fired after arriving late to work ten times without a
excuse.
provoke or stir up

instigator Although both boys were suspended for fighting, it was clear that Tom was the
with his incessant taunts and jeers.
a victim of ridicule or pranks

laughingstock Bill became the of his investment firm when Bill's top ten companies all went
bankrupt.

Note: Amy’s Practical Vocabulary list uses only practical words that are commonly used today. The primary purpose of these
vocabulary drills is to expand your speaking vocabulary. Our reading vocabulary consists of those words that we recognize when we
see them. We have a huge reading vocabulary. But most of these words that we recognize are not known well enough for us to use
in our everyday conversations. So our speaking vocabulary is substantially smaller than our reading vocabulary. If the drills are
utilized correctly, they will help transfer a multitude of highly practical and descriptive words into our speaking vocabularies. They
well help you to concisely and accurately communicate your thoughts. Study these PDF documents first and then use the online
drills at www.amysflashcards.com to solidify your ability to use the words. After completing three sets of words, go back and review
all thirty words. Drill yourself until you can complete all sentences without having to refer to the hint.

You will be ecstatic when you begin to hear yourself and your children using these action-packed words in daily conversations.

It should also be noted that all word lists and all sentence completion drills were created by Steven Sobek (Amy’s dad).

The hints/definitions for each word came from Wordnet: An Electronic Lexical Database of English. Below is the online citation:
Princeton University "About WordNet." WordNet. Princeton University. 2010.
< http://wordnet.princeton.edu >

Wordnet disclaimer:

THIS SOFTWARE AND DATABASE IS PROVIDED "AS IS" AND PRINCETON UNIVERSITY MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED. BY WAY OF EXAMPLE, BUT NOT LIMITATION, PRINCETON UNIVERSITY MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS OR
WARRANTIES OF MERCHANT- ABILITY OR FITNESS FOR ANY PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR THAT THE USE OF THE LICENSED SOFTWARE,
DATABASE OR DOCUMENTATION WILL NOT INFRINGE ANY THIRD PARTY PATENTS, COPYRIGHTS, TRADEMARKS OR OTHER RIGHTS.
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