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obstacles 
something immaterial that stands in the way and must be circumvented or surmounted 

To be successful in business you must expect and surmount the many _________ that will stand 
in your way. 

bountiful 
producing in abundance; plentiful 

All of the area farmers were eagerly anticipating a ________ harvest until the devastating mid-
July drought struck our region. 

vast 
unusually great in size or amount or degree or especially extent or scope 

The senator surprised me when he voted in favor of a tax increase that the _______ majority of 
his constituents vehemently opposed. 

massive 
imposing in size or bulk or solidity; imposing in scale or scope or degree or power 

A __________ chunk of the glacier broke off and fell into the ocean creating a tsunami. 

accommodations 

living quarters provided for public convenience 

We were planning to spend the holiday weekend at Niagara Falls, but __________ were 
impossible to find within twenty miles of the falls. 

stunningly 
commanding attention;  strikingly beautiful or attractive 

The prince's conversation stopped abruptly when he cast his eyes upon the _____________ 
beautiful Cinderella. 

roamed 

move about aimlessly or without any destination, often in search of food or employment 

The villagers were sound asleep, totally unaware of the voracious lion that __________ the 
dark streets in search of food. 

compulsory 
required by rule 

Wearing seat-belts was optional at one time, but is now _________ in Pennsylvania. 

disregard 
willful lack of care and attention (noun); give little or no attention to 

The bandits raided house after house with total _________ of human decency. 

barred 
prevent from entering; keep out;   expel, as if by official decree 

Because of his criminal record abroad, he was _______ from entering our country. 

 
Note: Amy’s Practical Vocabulary list uses only practical words that are commonly used today.  The primary purpose of these 
vocabulary drills is to expand your speaking vocabulary.   Our reading vocabulary consists of those words that we recognize when we 
see them.  We have a huge reading vocabulary.  But most of these words that we recognize are not known well enough for us to use 
in our everyday conversations.  So our speaking vocabulary is substantially smaller than our reading vocabulary.   If the drills are 
utilized correctly, they will help transfer a multitude of highly practical and descriptive words into our speaking vocabularies.  They 
well help you to concisely and accurately communicate your thoughts.  Study these PDF documents first and then use the online 
drills at www.amysflashcards.com to solidify your ability to use the words.  After completing three sets of words, go back and review 
all thirty words.  Drill yourself until you can complete all sentences without having to refer to the hint.   
You will be ecstatic when you begin to hear yourself and your children using these action-packed words in daily conversations.     
 
It should also be noted that all word lists and all sentence completion drills were created by Steven Sobek (Amy’s dad).   
 
The hints/definitions for each word came from Wordnet: An Electronic Lexical Database of English.  Below is the online citation: 

Princeton University "About WordNet." WordNet. Princeton University. 2010. 
< http://wordnet.princeton.edu > 
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