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a deliberate act of destruction or disruption in which equipment is damaged

sabotage The mounting evidence forced the submarine captain to consider the engine failure to not be
an accident, but an act of

a ceremony to honor the memory of someone or something

commemoration

Many tears were shed at the ceremony for the fallen firefighters.
without mercy or pity
ruthless If it had not been caught on film, nobody would have believed the and savage

treatment of the hostages.

well integrated

cohesive If we are to accomplish this mission, our team will need to overcome personality differences
and begin to work together as a unit.

showing inappropriate levity

flippant At such a solemn ceremony, | was surprised to hear our ambassador make so many
remarks.

able to make fine distinctions

subtle To the casual observer, the twins appeared identical in every way, but under closer scrutiny
many differences would be revealed.

command against

prohibiting Despite the pleas from the student council, the administration was steadfast in
alcoholic beverages at school events.

disturb in mind or make uneasy or cause to be worried or alarmed

disquieting Although it was months before the election, the candidate found it somewhat that
just a few people showed up for his very first rally.

a subtle difference in meaning or opinion or attitude

nuance During the questioning, the inspector watched every in the witness's body
language, looking for any hint of deception.

beguiling but harmful

insidious The parents of both families met together to discuss the slow and increase in
disrespectful behavior observed in their children.

Note: Amy’s Practical Vocabulary list uses only practical words that are commonly used today. The primary purpose of these
vocabulary drills is to expand your speaking vocabulary. Our reading vocabulary consists of those words that we recognize when we
see them. We have a huge reading vocabulary. But most of these words that we recognize are not known well enough for us to use
in our everyday conversations. So our speaking vocabulary is substantially smaller than our reading vocabulary. If the drills are
utilized correctly, they will help transfer a multitude of highly practical and descriptive words into our speaking vocabularies. They
well help you to concisely and accurately communicate your thoughts. Study these PDF documents first and then use the online
drills at www.amysflashcards.com to solidify your ability to use the words. After completing three sets of words, go back and review
all thirty words. Drill yourself until you can complete all sentences without having to refer to the hint.

You will be ecstatic when you begin to hear yourself and your children using these action-packed words in daily conversations.

It should also be noted that all word lists and all sentence completion drills were created by Steven Sobek (Amy’s dad).

The hints/definitions for each word came from Wordnet: An Electronic Lexical Database of English. Below is the online citation:
Princeton University "About WordNet." WordNet. Princeton University. 2010.
< http://wordnet.princeton.edu >
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WARRANTIES OF MERCHANT- ABILITY OR FITNESS FOR ANY PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR THAT THE USE OF THE LICENSED SOFTWARE,
DATABASE OR DOCUMENTATION WILL NOT INFRINGE ANY THIRD PARTY PATENTS, COPYRIGHTS, TRADEMARKS OR OTHER RIGHTS.
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