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a state in which all hope is lost or absent

despair Though shipwrecked on a deserted island for over a week, the captain continued to urge the
others not to , for there were many reasons for hope.

unwilling to submit to authority

unrul
4 The crowd shouted obscenities and began to pelt the referees with empty pop cans.

become smaller or lose substance

dwindling The leader of the expedition was gravely concerned about the group's lack of restraint despite
the rapidly food supply.

import or export without paying customs duties

smuggling The border patrol agents were poised and equipped to crack down on the illegal gun
operation.

ahead in development; complex or intricate

sophisticated
P Though primitive in other respects, the tribe's use of natural remedies was highly

statements affirming or denying certain matters of fact that you are prepared to prove

allegations If the horrific are proven true in a court of law, John will likely spend the rest of his
life in prison.
expressive of low opinion; disparaging

derogatory Harry never says anything complementary about anyone. All of his comments are bitterly

cause extensive destruction or ruin utterly; overwhelm or overpower

devastated Some cities lost power for weeks because of the bombings, but the cities that were hit with
atomic bombs were totally

fill with apprehension or alarm; cause to be unpleasantly surprised

appalling When the details of the indictment were made public, hundreds of shocked citizens
called the senator's office urging his resignation.

a prediction about how something will develop

prognosis The current manifestations of the illness were tolerable, but the patient asked the doctor for an
honest so he could plan for his future.

Note: Amy’s Practical Vocabulary list uses only practical words that are commonly used today. The primary purpose of these
vocabulary drills is to expand your speaking vocabulary. Our reading vocabulary consists of those words that we recognize when we
see them. We have a huge reading vocabulary. But most of these words that we recognize are not known well enough for us to use
in our everyday conversations. So our speaking vocabulary is substantially smaller than our reading vocabulary. If the drills are
utilized correctly, they will help transfer a multitude of highly practical and descriptive words into our speaking vocabularies. They
well help you to concisely and accurately communicate your thoughts. Study these PDF documents first and then use the online
drills at www.amysflashcards.com to solidify your ability to use the words. After completing three sets of words, go back and review
all thirty words. Drill yourself until you can complete all sentences without having to refer to the hint.

You will be ecstatic when you begin to hear yourself and your children using these action-packed words in daily conversations.

It should also be noted that all word lists and all sentence completion drills were created by Steven Sobek (Amy’s dad).

The hints/definitions for each word came from Wordnet: An Electronic Lexical Database of English. Below is the online citation:
Princeton University "About WordNet." WordNet. Princeton University. 2010.
< http://wordnet.princeton.edu >
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