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monumental 

of outstanding significance 

I don't expect high school graduates to memorize every minute detail of our nation's 
beginnings, but they should at least be familiar with the _______ events. 

unsavory 
morally offensive 

The restaurant's food is phenomenal, but I no longer eat there because of the many _________ 
characters that frequent that establishment. 

forging 

create by hammering;  make something, usually for a specific function;  move ahead steadily;  
counterfeit 

Our president's most monumental achievement was ____________ an alliance with all of our 
neighboring countries. 

absurd 

inconsistent with reason or logic or common sense 

Most of Tom's suggestions are at least rational, but his idea about vacationing at the North Pole 
was absolutely ___________. 

dignity 

the quality of being worthy of esteem or respect 

When visiting the President of the United States your attire should reflect the _________ that 
the office deserves. 

eager 

having or showing keen interest or intense desire or impatient expectancy 

I can't say that I look forward to the final exams, but I am ________ for summer vacation to 
begin. 

obnoxious 
causing disapproval or protest 

The convict’s __________ personality make him very difficult to be around for any length of 
time. 

ensue 

result; end 

When incontrovertible evidence confirmed the source of the terrorist attacks, we knew that 
military retaliation was soon to _________. 

barrage 

the heavy fire of artillery to saturate an area rather than hit a specific target;  rapid and 
continuous delivery 

A _________ of heavy artillery fire surprised the troops landing on the beach. 

consent 
permission to do something 

We must obtain parental ___________ for each child who desires to attend the field trip. 

 
Note: Amy’s Practical Vocabulary list uses only practical words that are commonly used today.  The primary purpose of these 
vocabulary drills is to expand your speaking vocabulary.   Our reading vocabulary consists of those words that we recognize when we 
see them.  We have a huge reading vocabulary.  But most of these words that we recognize are not known well enough for us to use 
in our everyday conversations.  So our speaking vocabulary is substantially smaller than our reading vocabulary.   If the drills are 
utilized correctly, they will help transfer a multitude of highly practical and descriptive words into our speaking vocabularies.  They 
well help you to concisely and accurately communicate your thoughts.  Study these PDF documents first and then use the online 
drills at www.amysflashcards.com to solidify your ability to use the words.  After completing three sets of words, go back and review 
all thirty words.  Drill yourself until you can complete all sentences without having to refer to the hint.   
You will be ecstatic when you begin to hear yourself and your children using these action-packed words in daily conversations.     
 
It should also be noted that all word lists and all sentence completion drills were created by Steven Sobek (Amy’s dad).   
 
The hints/definitions for each word came from Wordnet: An Electronic Lexical Database of English.  Below is the online citation: 
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WARRANTIES OF MERCHANT- ABILITY OR FITNESS FOR ANY PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR THAT THE USE OF THE LICENSED SOFTWARE, 
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