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aspired 
have an ambitious plan or a lofty goal 

Most employees would be content reaching a supervisory position, but Sally _________ to be 
the CEO of the company. 

inquiries 
an instance of questioning 

The school principal asked her staff if they had received many _________ regarding the new 
school board policy. 

compassion 

the humane quality of understanding the suffering of others and wanting to do something 
about it 

The widespread __________ for the tornado victims resulted in numerous donations to the 
relief effort. 

antagonistic 
arousing animosity or hostility 

Fred should have expected the ____________ response of the audience considering the highly 
inflammatory tone of his speech. 

fashionable 
popular and considered appealing at the time 

Football jerseys suddenly became _________ when the top ranked quarterback moved into our 
neighborhood. 

appraisal 
the classification of someone or something with respect to its worth 

After listening to the comments of several other board members, the director asked me for my 
___________ of the situation. 

documentation 

confirmation that some fact or statement is true through the use of evidence 

The new reporter's story was replete with sensational assertions, but was notably lacking in the 
___________ that would substantiate his claims. 

irrevocable 

incapable of being retracted 

The vote that you cast is _________.  You are not permitted to return to the voting booth a 
second time to alter your vote. 

consult 
get or ask advice from 

I suggest that you _______ an attorney with your complex legal questions. 

obsession 
be preoccupied with something 

Searching his family tree began as just a weekend hobby, but after three years of assiduous 
research I would prefer to call it an ___________. 

 
Note: Amy’s Practical Vocabulary list uses only practical words that are commonly used today.  The primary purpose of these 
vocabulary drills is to expand your speaking vocabulary.   Our reading vocabulary consists of those words that we recognize when we 
see them.  We have a huge reading vocabulary.  But most of these words that we recognize are not known well enough for us to use 
in our everyday conversations.  So our speaking vocabulary is substantially smaller than our reading vocabulary.   If the drills are 
utilized correctly, they will help transfer a multitude of highly practical and descriptive words into our speaking vocabularies.  They 
well help you to concisely and accurately communicate your thoughts.  Study these PDF documents first and then use the online 
drills at www.amysflashcards.com to solidify your ability to use the words.  After completing three sets of words, go back and review 
all thirty words.  Drill yourself until you can complete all sentences without having to refer to the hint.   
You will be ecstatic when you begin to hear yourself and your children using these action-packed words in daily conversations.     
 
It should also be noted that all word lists and all sentence completion drills were created by Steven Sobek (Amy’s dad).   
 
The hints/definitions for each word came from Wordnet: An Electronic Lexical Database of English.  Below is the online citation: 
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