Amy’s Practical Vocabulary List 13
© Copyright 2012 by Sobek’s Services
All Rights Reserved

make a more or less disguised reference to

alluding Although Tom's name was never mentioned once in the review, Tom was quite certain that the
critic's remarks were to his performance in the play.
be larger in number, quantity, power, status or importance

reigned Mary delivered only a mediocre performance on the balance beam, but she

supreme on the parallel bars.

establish or strengthen as with new evidence or facts

substantiated The prosecuting attorney was confident in the guilt of the defendant, but had difficulty
garnering the evidence to the allegations.
liable to lead to sudden change or violence

volatile The police chief was pleased that so many gang members were in attendance and peaceful, but
he had dozens of officers deployed close by because of the atmosphere.
gather, as of natural products

glean The skilled inspector was able to far more information than | thought possible from

the taped telephone conversations.

feeling a need to see others suffer

malicious
Cathy started the false rumors on Facebook as a attempt to humiliate Judy.
someone who intends to deceive; deliberate trickery intended to gain an advantage
fraudsters Bill's father said, "Let's go back to the park so you can identify the that just sold you

the city zoo for one hundred dollars."

faithful support for a cause or political party or religion

adherence Because of many potential dangers on the expedition, the guide insisted on strict
to his safety rules.

make into a powder by breaking up or cause to become dust; destroy completely

pulverize The massive meteor struck and the statue leaving no distinguishable pieces in the
ruble.

convey as a conviction or view

deemed The sheriff authorized his deputies to use whatever force they necessary to
apprehend the outlaw.

Note: Amy’s Practical Vocabulary list uses only practical words that are commonly used today. The primary purpose of these
vocabulary drills is to expand your speaking vocabulary. Our reading vocabulary consists of those words that we recognize when we
see them. We have a huge reading vocabulary. But most of these words that we recognize are not known well enough for us to use
in our everyday conversations. So our speaking vocabulary is substantially smaller than our reading vocabulary. If the drills are
utilized correctly, they will help transfer a multitude of highly practical and descriptive words into our speaking vocabularies. They
well help you to concisely and accurately communicate your thoughts. Study these PDF documents first and then use the online
drills at www.amysflashcards.com to solidify your ability to use the words. After completing three sets of words, go back and review
all thirty words. Drill yourself until you can complete all sentences without having to refer to the hint.

You will be ecstatic when you begin to hear yourself and your children using these action-packed words in daily conversations.

It should also be noted that all word lists and all sentence completion drills were created by Steven Sobek (Amy’s dad).

The hints/definitions for each word came from Wordnet: An Electronic Lexical Database of English. Below is the online citation:
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