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cowardly 
lacking courage; ignobly timid and faint-hearted 

The _________ soldier shot himself in the foot so he could avoid fighting in the dangerous 
battle the next day. 

preconceptions 
a partiality that prevents objective consideration of an issue or situation 

Whether the scientists admit it or not, they all have __________ that significantly impact their 
interpretation of the data. 

concisely 
expressing much in few words 

In the heat of the battle, it is important that soldiers _________ communicate with each other 
since time is of the essence. 

redundant 
repetition of same sense in different words 

My supervisor asked me to condense the report by removing all ___________ information. 

vicious 

marked by deep ill will; deliberately harmful 

The ________ assault would have been a homicide if the police had not arrived in time to save 
the victim. 

notion 
a vague idea in which some confidence is placed 

This _______ of yours that school will be cancelled tomorrow is farfetched given the light snow 
forecast. 

phenomenon 

a remarkable development 

It is an amazing ____________ that bees are able fly straight back to the hive without retracing 
their steps. 

devise 
come up with (an idea, plan, explanation, theory, or principle 

We need to _________ a plan to locate the lost hiker before nightfall. 

plausible 
apparently reasonable and credible, and therefore convincing 

Your theory regarding Michael's whereabouts seems _________, but I will not rest until that 
can be confirmed. 

inadvertently 
without knowledge or intention 

The drowsy mailman __________ placed my package into my neighbor's mailbox. He later 
apologized for the mistake. 

 
Note: Amy’s Practical Vocabulary list uses only practical words that are commonly used today.  The primary purpose of these 
vocabulary drills is to expand your speaking vocabulary.   Our reading vocabulary consists of those words that we recognize when we 
see them.  We have a huge reading vocabulary.  But most of these words that we recognize are not known well enough for us to use 
in our everyday conversations.  So our speaking vocabulary is substantially smaller than our reading vocabulary.   If the drills are 
utilized correctly, they will help transfer a multitude of highly practical and descriptive words into our speaking vocabularies.  They 
well help you to concisely and accurately communicate your thoughts.  Study these PDF documents first and then use the online 
drills at www.amysflashcards.com to solidify your ability to use the words.  After completing three sets of words, go back and review 
all thirty words.  Drill yourself until you can complete all sentences without having to refer to the hint.   
You will be ecstatic when you begin to hear yourself and your children using these action-packed words in daily conversations.     
 
It should also be noted that all word lists and all sentence completion drills were created by Steven Sobek (Amy’s dad).   
 
The hints/definitions for each word came from Wordnet: An Electronic Lexical Database of English.  Below is the online citation: 

Princeton University "About WordNet." WordNet. Princeton University. 2010. 
< http://wordnet.princeton.edu > 

Wordnet disclaimer: 
THIS SOFTWARE AND DATABASE IS PROVIDED "AS IS" AND PRINCETON UNIVERSITY MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES, 
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED. BY WAY OF EXAMPLE, BUT NOT LIMITATION, PRINCETON UNIVERSITY MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS OR 
WARRANTIES OF MERCHANT- ABILITY OR FITNESS FOR ANY PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR THAT THE USE OF THE LICENSED SOFTWARE, 
DATABASE OR DOCUMENTATION WILL NOT INFRINGE ANY THIRD PARTY PATENTS, COPYRIGHTS, TRADEMARKS OR OTHER RIGHTS. 
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