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incompatible 

not easy to combine harmoniously 

I requested a room change when it became obvious that my roommate’s and my personalities 
were __________. 

propaganda 

information that is spread for the purpose of promoting some cause 

The dictatorship's ____________ campaign forbid school children from knowing about the 
regime’s slaughtering of innocent citizens in its rise to power. 

scenarios 

a postulated sequence of possible events 

The detective asked his staff to postulate various ___________ leading up to the crime that 
would then help guide the investigative effort. 

duped 
fool or hoax 

Like a fool, I was _________ into paying $200 for wristwatch worth only $15. 

disarming 

make less hostile; win over 

I was irate as I stormed into the store to return the broken radio, but the _________ 
personality of the owner had an instant calming effect. 

horrendous 
causing fear or dread or terror 

I'm still shaking after suffering the ________ experience of being robbed at gunpoint. 

berserk 

wildly frenzied and out of control 

Sparked by a sharp disagreement with the clerk, Tom went __________, running up and down 
the aisles like a madman tossing merchandize onto the floor. 

escalate 

increase in extent or intensity 

The policeman realized that if he did not intervene immediately that the altercation would 
__________ to a full-fledged fist-fight. 

myriad 

a large indefinite number 

Although just a few folks attended the congressman's first rally, on election day a _________ of 
supporters flocked to the polls, resulting in a landslide victory. 

fathom 

come to understand 

I find it difficult to ________ why the citizens continued to support their leader after he 
orchestrated so many unthinkable atrocities. 

 
Note: Amy’s Practical Vocabulary list uses only practical words that are commonly used today.  The primary purpose of these 
vocabulary drills is to expand your speaking vocabulary.   Our reading vocabulary consists of those words that we recognize when we 
see them.  We have a huge reading vocabulary.  But most of these words that we recognize are not known well enough for us to use 
in our everyday conversations.  So our speaking vocabulary is substantially smaller than our reading vocabulary.   If the drills are 
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